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VACC blows out 100 candles (VIC) 
The Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce (VACC) is blowing out 100 candles, after a century of 
industry support. It unveiled a bronze plaque at the former Bendigo Chamber of Commerce in Bendigo on 
September 20, as the board meets with the town mayor. See also VACC turns 100 and  VACC celebrating 
centenary with 'world first' cavalcade 
 
VACC sees a brighter side in car repairs (AU) 
But chamber says retail outlook is ‘sad’ as industry battles regulation, OEM pressure. 

 
More Jobs For Geelong To Boost The Economy (VIC) 
A leading Peruvian manufacturer is establishing its Australia and New Zealand HQ in Geelong, bringing jobs 
and investment to the region. Vistony supplies oils, lubricants and greases for the industrial, automotive and 
mining sectors globally, with branches across Latin America, the United States, India and Spain. 

 
Honda endorses multi-franchising (AU) 
Importer strives for profitable dealers and a balance of family and public company owners. 

 
Ford Australia’s Geelong, Campbellfield sites tipped to fetch $75 million (AU) 

FORD Australia is seeking buyer interest for three former manufacturing sites in Victoria, which are expected 
to fetch more than $75 million all up. 
 
Orix fleet management sides with Digicall (AU) 
Orix Australia has partnered with Digicall Assist as its roadside assistance provider. 
 
JLR faces fresh Brexit dilemma over UK-built parts (EUR) 
 
CONSULTATIONS 

 
Inquiry into Trade and the digital economy – report released (AU) 
Recommendations include asking the Australian Government to investigate options to fund and deliver 
training for those already in the workforce, to give them the skills to fully participate in the digital economy. 
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LEGAL 

 
Higher Education Support Amendment (VET FEE-HELP Student Protection) Bill 2018 (AU) 
The purpose of this Bill is to provide a remedy for students who incurred debts under the VET FEE-HELP 
loan scheme as a result of inappropriate conduct by training providers or agents of those providers.  
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New laws to protect workers and their entitlements (AU) 
The new legislation will address corporate misuse of the taxpayer-funded Fair Entitlements Guarantee (FEG) 

scheme. 
 
REPORTS | STATISTICS 

 
Weekly Petrol Prices Report - Week ending 16 September 2018 (AU) 

 
European dealer evolution should ‘already be underway’ (UK)  
Europe’s dealerships of tomorrow should already be changing the way they do business in order to survive. 
That’s just part of the Dealer of Tomorrow report from the ICDP in the UK, which says even the term “dealer” 
is hardly a full description of the distribution model for new cars used today or in future. 

 
Australia’s $315bn opportunity in digital innovation (AU) 
the Digital Innovation report outlines the nation’s next billion dollar industries and strategic areas where 
Australia can succeed in creating data-driven industries that will drive jobs and growth. It identifies eight 
high-potential opportunities for Australia in digital innovation: precision healthcare, digital agriculture, data-
driven urban management, cyber-physical security, supply chain integrity, proactive government, legal 
informatics, and smart exploration and production. 

 
SMALL BUSINESS 

 
RBA - Access to Small Business Finance (AU) 
Many small businesses looking to grow still find it challenging to access finance, particularly without 
providing real estate as security. Lenders highlight that they are keen to lend to small businesses, but that 
unsecured finance involves more risk. Some market participants have suggested setting up a Business 
Growth Fund (BGF), given the difficulty established small businesses face obtaining sufficient bank finance, 
and the relatively small size of the local venture capital market.  

 
SKILLS | TRAINING 

 
Girls doing it for themselves in mechanics industry (AU)  
(source: The Weekly Times - subscription based) 
General article about women working in automotive workshops in Australia. It quotes VACC; ‘According to 
the Victorian Automobile Chamber of Commerce, just 1,300 of Australia’s 104,800 mechanics are female. 
Most – 80 per cent – are light vehicle mechanics and 20 per cent are diesel (or heavy vehicle) mechanics. 
VACC senior research analyst Steve Bletsos says the automotive industry has always struggled to attract 
labour of any gender. “Most females in the industry are in sales and administration roles and that’s to do with 
long-standing social perceptions but with technology and electric vehicles coming on board, it (mechanics) is 
not as dirty or as labour intensive as it was in the past,” Steve said. “It’s all high-tech, lap top programming 
and there’s no reason females couldn’t see that as a viable career option.” 
 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
Tesla Model 3 earns perfect 5-star NHTSA safety rating (US) 
 
NY launches first EV charging station installation rebate initiative for public and private locations; 
$5M available (US) 
 
Renault offers £5k to scrap your dirty old car for a clean new electric Zoe (UK) 
 
*DISCLAIMER: This information bulletin has been designed to assist VACC members in keeping up to date 
with industry matters. This material is gained from publicly available sources and is not modified by VACC. 
VACC accepts no responsibility for the accuracy, currency or completeness of information.  
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